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UNAIDS Board closes with significant decisions made on strengthening the global

HIV response

UNAIDS | 24 June 2022

The 50th meeting of the UNAIDS Programme Coordinating Board (PCB) which began on 21 June has

closed with decisions to strengthen access to HIV services for the people most vulnerable to the HIV

pandemic and measures to help close the funding gaps in the global HIV response, including financing for

UNAIDS. Financing shortfalls in the global HIV response continue to limit progress in key areas, especially

for vulnerable groups of people. At the end of 2020, only US$ 21.5 billion was available for the HIV

response in low- and middle-income countries—far short of the US$ 29 billion needed by 2025 to get on

track to end the AIDS pandemic as a global health threat by 2030. Similarly, UNAIDS capacities have

been eroded by the underfunding of the Unified Budget, Results and Accountability Framework (UBRAF).

To achieve progress, save lives and ensure that people living with and at risk of HIV have access to the

services and resources they need, the global AIDS response must be fully resourced.  

Sexual abuse: The shame and pain of men and boy survivors
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Health-e News | 24 June 2022

*Matthew* (26), is a Cape Town-based copywriter who was sexually abused by his domestic worker. The

abuse began when he was eight years old and ended two years later. “My mother would work long hours

and would get back home late. Sometimes I would be dropped off from school by a man we all called

uncle John. He had a taxi where he'd drop off children who lived nearby, but I would always be dropped

off last because I was the furthest,” he explained. Matthew said he'd dread having to go home and often

felt anxious. The little boy would make up excuses like last-minute school activities.

Statement: Reproductive rights are women's rights and human rights

UN Women | 24 June 2022

Reproductive rights are integral to women's rights, a fact that is upheld by international agreements and

reflected in law in different parts of the world. To be able to exercise their human rights and make

essential decisions, women need to be able to decide freely and responsibly on the number and spacing

of their children and to have access to information, education, and services. When safe and legal access

to abortion is restricted, women are forced to resort to less-safe methods, too often with damaging or

disastrous results—especially for women who are affected by poverty or marginalization, including

minority women. The ability of women to control what happens to their own bodies is also associated with

the roles women are able to play in society, whether as a member of the family, the workforce, or

government.

'Young people have a voice': Fourteen-year-old HIV advocate to represent SA on the

global stage
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News24 | 24 June 2022

"I started seeing the need for HIV advocacy when I realised my generation is not entirely clued up on HIV.

The  Covid-19  pandemic fuelled my passion as it felt like the world forgot that there are still

other pandemics." "I want my generation, my peers, and my friends to remain HIV negative, and we need

advocacy to realise that," shared Galaletsang Phalatse, a fourteen-year-old set to represent South Africa

in the United States of America, this year.

Young researchers crowned in FameLab science communication competition

UCT News | 24 June 2022

HIV research and deepening the understanding around how it infects and transmits itself, has largely been

studied through the female biology lens. How HIV infects the penis, and how HIV infects through the

penis, is one of the least studied aspects of HIV. Referring to her project, “Characterising the immune

environment in the male penis and assessing how the presence or absence of asymptomatic sexually

transmitted infections affects it”, Rametse described it as an exercise in switching perspectives in HIV

transmissions research. “We are currently characterising the immune environment in the male penis
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through assessing what biological factors are altered following circumcision. Furthermore, the effect of

asymptomatic sexually transmitted infections on this penile immune environment is explored.”

SAHPRA makes breakthrough in HIV treatment for children

 

The South African | 25 June 2022

The  South African Health Products Regulatory Authority  (SAHPRA) has registered a

new antiretroviral treatment for infants and young children with HIV which comes in granules that can be

sprinkled on soft food or dissolved in milk or water. The “4-in-1″ formulation approved by SAHPRA with

the trade name Quadrimune has been developed by the non-profit entity, Drugs for Neglected Diseases

initiative (DNDi), and Cipla. Also, the treatment does not require refrigeration.

RSV: Virus that threatens infants again circulating in 2022

Spotlight | 27 June 2022

According to the United States National Institutes of Health, Respiratory Syncytial Virus (RSV) is

estimated to affect 64 million people around the world every year and claim around 160 000 lives. Infants

are most vulnerable and there is no effective vaccine. In South Africa, it is estimated that between 178

000 and 443 000 children under the age of five will be infected with RSV annually. Numbers were,

however, dramatically lower in 2020 and 2021 due to the COVID-19 pandemic and associated restrictions

– although substantial increases were correctly predicted for 2022. RSV is the most common cause of
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lower respiratory tract infections (LRTI) in young children globally and in South Africa, says Professor

Cheryl Cohen, head of the Centre for Respiratory Diseases and Meningitis at the National Institute of

Communicable Diseases (NICD). LRTI, in turn, she says, is among the most common causes of death in

young children in South Africa.

Looking for a definitive cure for HIV

Queen's University Faculty of Health Sciences | 27 June 2022

HIV infection has a close relation to human behaviour and social factors. In the rise of the AIDS pandemic,

the disease was described as particularly affecting homosexual men. But this does not reflect the full

picture. Most people living with HIV in the Americas and Europe are male. But in Africa – the continent

with the highest HIV infection prevalence – women are more affected than men. In South Africa, the major

risk factors are being female and under the age of 17, often a result of sexual abuse and sex trafficking.

“Even though women represent more than half of people living with HIV worldwide, they have been

excluded from research because of the assumption that the virus affects more men than women,”

highlights Dr. Perez.

East Africa: Urgent Need to Enact Proposed Law to Secure Sexual and Reproductive

Health in East Africa Countries

allAfrica | 27 June 2022

Nairobi — The Ministry of Health in Kenya recently reported that about 700 teenage girls got pregnant

daily over a two-month period, in this year alone. What is more is that during this period, 98 adolescent

girls between the ages of 10 and 19 contracted HIV every week in this time period. Worse still is that HIV

positive women in the country continue to be stripped of their dignity and face abuse in the form of forced

sterilization which is as a warped method of reducing HIV infection despite there being no scientific

evidence to support these assaults. Moreover, consider that concurrently, 7 women die every day from
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complications arising from unsafe abortion.

HIV Child Medicine That Cut the 'Yuck' Cleared in South Africa

Bloomberg | 27 June 2022

South Africa's approval of two HIV therapies for children is likely to improve treatment compliance in the

world's worst affected nation as the new products are more palatable for infants than previous

incarnations. Babies and toddlers are prone to spit out medications they don't like and the newly approved

treatments take away the “yuck” factor, Linda-Gail Bekker, director of the Desmond Tutu HIV Center, said

Tuesday.

 

Can a Recombinant BCG Vaccine Better Protect HIV-Positive Children?

Precision Vaccinations | 28 June 2022

Tuberculosis (TB) continues to be a significant public health problem worldwide, generally prevented in

developing countries with the 100-year-old BCG vaccine. Yet, despite being a preventable and curable

disease, 1.5 million people die from TB each year, making it the world's top infectious killer. The results

from the double-blind, randomized, active-controlled phase 2 study conducted at health centers in South

Africa were published in the peer-review journal The Lancet Infectious Diseases on June 27, 2022.

Efficiency of 6-month PrEP dispensing with HIV self-testing in Kenya: an open-label,

randomised, non-inferiority, implementation trial
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The Lancet HIV | 1 July 2022

Kenneth Ngure, Katrina Ortblad, Peter Mogere, Ashley R Bardon, Katherine K Thomas, et al

Oral pre-exposure prophylaxis (PrEP) for HIV prevention is highly effective and is being implemented at

scale at health clinics throughout sub-Saharan Africa. However, barriers to clinic-based PrEP delivery

remain. We aimed to establish the efficiency of semiannual PrEP clinic visits supplemented with interim

home-based HIV self-testing (HIVST) versus standard of care for HIV testing, drug refilling, and

adherence among PrEP users.
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